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The Spanish cosmetics company Laboratorios RTB (subsidiary of the AC Marqua Group) recently acquired a new processing line for its brand-name products Lida (liquid soap, shower gel) and Giorgi (hair care products).

This ambitious project however presented a certain number of major obstacles. 

The processing company, located in Barcelona, wanted an extremely versatile filling/capping line capable of processing products with varying viscosity and compositions (cream, shampoo, lotion, gel…) in 9 different types and sizes of containers (rectangular, oval, upside-down…). 

Furthermore, in order to meet consumer demands, AC Marca has decided to use 8 different types of caps (screw caps, click-on, pump, spray and push-pull).

Finally, some of the products processed contain alcohol and therefore the machine must comply with ATEX standards. 

Serac was chosen to take-up this challenge.

Serac, the undisputed filling/capping specialist, proposed its new CRONOS machine specifically adapted to overcome the aforementioned difficulties.

CRONOS is in fact a combination of two other Serac machines: A HERA linear filling machine and a GAÏA multi-station capping machine linked with a closed-loop conveyor system.

Every effort has been made with Cronos to offer the customer maximum operating flexibility. 

Reduced change-over times:


- The containers are delivered in adjustable trays which are quickly adapted to the form and dimensions of the new containers.

 
- The machine settings are pre-programmed in the form of product/container pairs. During each production change-over, the new product to be filled is simply selected on the touch-screen and the filling nozzle speed and stroke is adjusted automatically to suit the specific filling requirements. 

Easy access and cleaning: 


- Serac suggested the use of seamless filling cylinders which may be moved, cleaned and sterilized without the need for removal. 


- The machine work-surface is spacious and unencumbered, the filling columns are adjusted from outside the machine and the mechanical drive system is simple, all of which, when combined, render the machine extremely each to use.

Totally safe operation:

By designing its machine in compliance with ATEX standards, Serac was able to adapt the CRONOS line to meet the needs and expectations of Laboratorios RTB. These standards cover all aspects of the conditions to be respected when processing potentially explosive products. A risk analysis was carried out together with our two partners in order to adapt the machine materials and components to the specific requirements of this processing method. 

To the immense satisfaction of Laboratorios RTB, Cronos has been installed since 2005 and is now running at the nominal work-rate indicated by Serac.

